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notice it to be at any disadvantage. It still has that
same steel body on it now and 1 know that 1o be
correct because when we stripped the paimt ofT it
many years ago it still had the red band on the front
valance. The body number is 68780 and it should be
possible to conclude whether that was the original
IMTW body, that was refitted, or might it have been
the original body from IMTW. Either way, to this
day it still has the front splash panels made n
aluminium and still in the original ash green paint,

Getting back to IMTW, that car was known
to have been rolled over in 1961 at Oulton Park by
Michacl Waterhouse, He took it 1o a local agent and
had a new steel body fitted to 1t at a cost of £600, a
price that he told me many years ago. The agent then
presumably just weighed in the old aluminium body.

Now perchance, the two inspection panels
cut into the top of the front body shroud are both in
aluminium and must have survived from the onginal
body, Michacl Waterhouse has told Bob that it was in
fact a whole aluminium body, and not just the outer
skin.

The steel body that was then fitted to it was a
late one with the secat belts under the rear shroud but
it does not have a body number on it. Bob has
confirmed that the rivets used on the inspection
pancls are of the same type as the rivets used on
SRXZ210. He is of the opinion that the bodies were
built by Coventry Motor Body panels or whatever the
name might have been.

Anyway, they only remaining thing to try and
cstablish is whether | & 2 MTW had the bodies from
LBL 302 & 303, or whether they had the two spare
sets of panels, i.e. the 5™ and 6™ body kits.

But from the frontal view of IMTW in
March 1959 in 'MG Experience' it gives an indication
of it being a body that had seen use previously.

The only frontal view of 2MTW that I have is
on page 17 of Castrol Achievements 1959 and that
picture looks very much like the standard pressing of
a [ront valence, be it in aluminium or steel!

I never thought to ask Dick J when T saw him
years ago, but 1 do remember him saying his
mechanics went to the works to be trained on the
Twin Cam engine.

MGA Archaeology - Chassis Identification

Robin Barker

The wast majority of MGAs fully
assembled in England and departed Irom the MG
factory for their final destnations as complete,
running automobiles. These cars appear to have been
referred to within MG as being Completely Built Up
(CBU).

As each MOA was rolled down the Abmgdon
assembly line, it was identified in 2 places with a
unique identification number. The first was the Car
Number, stamped into the aluminum Car Number
plate secured to the top, left hand side of the engine
compartment [rewall, ahead ol the heater location.
The second was the serial number portion only of the
Car Number .f.tuiln‘{:cd d}fu_‘tly into the frame.
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The photo below illustrates the serial number
portion 60803 of the Car Number HMEK/43/60803
stamped into the top face, along the rear edge of the
right side, frame cross member tube. This square
cross scction tube is positioned near the rear of the
transmission and lies directly under the knees when
scated in the right hand seat. The 2 floorboard
securing screws further define the location. This
stamp 15 in the same location on all UK assembled,
CBU, MGAs, regardless of whether they were built
with lefl or right hand steering. The individual
stamped numbers are each % inch (6mm) high.

Seriad number 60803 on right hand cross member
Phato: Robin Barker
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